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Introduction
In the minimum wage debate, do both sides make valid point? This is the question that the article published by Rex Huppke on Chicago Tribune, 17 March, 2014, is trying to answer. To a great extent, the article reignites a debate that has dominated the American society for decades: pushing up the minimum wage ceiling. In the author’s view, the minimum wage debate is complex and a sustainable answer to it can only be reached through compromise. A close look of the article shows that the author’s arguments are persuasive because of the way he establishes credibility, uses logic, and arouses the readers’ emotions. 
Logos 
1.  The author’s thesis is that the minimum wage debate is complicated one and a sustainable answer to it can only be reached through a compromise. This is a strong thesis because the author has arrived at it after researching widely. He interviewed people who are important stakeholders on the debate, including economists, workers, business owners, and policy experts. 
2. The points in the article have been articulated logically. For instance, the author has avoided logical fallacy by saying that when he started writing this series of columns, his gut feeling was “raise it”, referring to the minimum wage. He is also sure to assess both sides of the argument “objectively to take some shine off the idea” (Huppke).  
3. To support the thesis, the article cites studies that have produced contrasting results about the benefits and detriments of raising the minimum wage. Some studies have confirmed negative that raising minimum wage has negative effects on jobs and prices of consumer goods, other have not (Huppke). The article also cites the words of economist named Jonathan Guryan, who has been a neutral observer of the minimum wage debate. The from Guryan’s view and based on report from the Congressional Budget Office,  wage increase could lead to massive loss of jobs, but can also lift hundreds of thousands of Americans from abject poverty. 
4.  In the conclusion remarks, the article makes a call for action by recommending a fixation of minimum wage that is tied on inflation. The author makes a compelling conclusion by urging leaders not to involve partisan politics in the minimum wage debate and take stance that will make American workers’ lives better.  
5.   The author is quite persuasive in his viewpoint because of the way he integrates evidence into his argument. He makes careful analysis of the views of different personalities and evaluates them objectively before using them to support his viewpoint. This is a good example of an argumentative article that assesses the strengths and weaknesses of evidence provided by both sides of a debate in order to frame a compelling conclusion. 
Pathos
6.  There are numerous incidents where the author uses emotional appeals to persuade the reader to accept his stance, though most of these emotional appeals are subtle. For example, the author expresses desperation about his inability to predict how an increase in minimum wage from $7 to $10 per hour would affect workers (Huppke). Also, the author draws the reader to the tendency by the political class to use blunt instruments to reduce income inequalities. His observation about use of “blunt instruments” trigger an emotional reaction to readers and compels them to rethink the minimum wage debate and implore the pragmatic tools that the author is recommending as sustainable solution to poverty and income inequality: education and Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). 
7. One of the persuasive tools that the author has not used and that is effective in eliciting emotional appeals is visuals. Visuals often convey messages that are emotionally appealing to the reader and that can support the author’s argument.
Ethos
8. The author is a credible source because he has a long experience as a columnist for the Chicago Tribune where he writes on socio-political issues. The minimum wage debate is a topic that has social and political dimensions, and for that reason, the author has credibility to write on it. Another factor that gives the author credibility is the sources he uses to develop his argument. In the introduction, he says that it has taken him two weeks deliberating on the arguments for and against higher federal minimum wage and interviewed key stakeholders in the debate. Also, the author’s argument is informed by a careful analysis of expert opinion and highly reputable documents, such as Congressional Budget Office Report. Some of the expert opinions that give him credibility include former President Barrack Obama, a professional lawyer and political scientists, and Jonathan Guryan, an economics scholar and researcher at Northwestern Institute for Policy Research. 
Conclusion
        Undoubtedly, Huppke’s article presents strong arguments and uses different types of appeals to persuade the reader to believe in what he says. The article has broadened my views about the minimum wage debate by introducing me to many other policy actions that government can pursue to life people from poverty and to narrow the income inequality gap. This is a relevant article in a country that has become increasingly politically divided and where important and complex issues like living wage are debated along political lines. 
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